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Desr Bill (Ring),

Many thaniks for the Yew Masses, which is arriving so
fast ot the office that I can't keep up with it, It fills a gsv in my
Informstion sources which needed fliling, 30 do my tzeth. I am going

to have an abscess abscised i1 the next few days and will ksep you
posted on its progress via my usual weexly bulletin, which I have heen

sending you under an assumeqd

naie ,

I bought several Christmas presents myseslt;, dut stiil

have them in my room. The difficulties of heating the customs racket
overwhelmed me 9t the last minute, I was golng to give you s wook, eilther
The Llife and TDeath of s Spanlish Town or &nde and Means, 1 forget whieh,
1 have read the first and liked i1t, The fi two or three chapters of
Mr, Huxley do not impress me very much,
In answer to your questions on the state of the nation:
1. The only pressure that has bheen hrought to hear on
the ‘governnent to bPacz up Spain has beaw brought by the Cormu~ists., It

was only ahout 16 pourds per square inch at the peak, a~d now I think
they have pretty well give»n up the 1ides,

&, The Hadlicsli Socialists sare sin ely a~ti-Fascist,
%uf I 8im not sure that sdksmewesesl thcy can he deserited as sircerely
Popular Front, The party is not gquite compararla

to anything 1» the
. ¥ 4 y r :
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United otastes, hut is pro?a*ly cloger to 4he Haepublica» party tha» to

the Temocrats, It is definitely »ot i-terested iw socislism, It is

interested in keaping’ %the gdverﬁme3t of France under the contrel of
gontrol of the RKadical Socialists

the great middle clsss
It is the

Parlisment and Parlisment urder ths

and 1» Keeping the country at peace. I% is
of the smsll townfolk and peasants.

almost all
t0 so many people hecause

treluding
I imagine 1t appeals

party,
iiberal party of Prance,

it has no very violent hsliefs, Just now it is divided i-to three main

of which the most progressive is the "You-g Turks," heﬂded hy

vert to your gquestion, I don't thi-k they w;lll get 9 '
4 L

groups,

?aladier. 0 revel

chance to desert the Popular Front, hecsuse they could »not get enough votes
's of thelr own

without the Socislists a~d Communists, 2-d the meumber
organization who would not hear of it, a~d they could never ally them-
a

selves with the royalists or fascists and still hold up their heads.
3. Trotsxyism has s pretty smail followlns hare T4

probahly has more working-class adherents tha» i{n the United States,
' oné.. o ‘

2y there W nones st all there, I should~'t thirk there

» the country,

although T

S

inasmuch ss you
are more than 20,000 anti-3oviet commu-ists i
ures on., The sy~dicalistsa~d snarchists sre

oq

héye nothing to base these fi

as the Trots%yisfs.

cause of tha"cqfimet crisis is stiil something of
make him-

probatrly as strong

The
me say that Bonnet mancuvered the whole thing to
apngared in

8 mystery. oome
say a rift

Communists, Some
fi~ister of the Iaterior, wanted to

das Forges) in

self Premler and get rid of the
the governme=nt whan ila

arrest two *ig-shot capitslists (member

rx bormoy,

-

s of the Comité

connection with. the Cagoulsrd plot and was turned down by Chautemps,
redit too much, 2

many, arrived i» toan

who thought it would shake the country's e
Andre FrangOis—FOwcat, French 'Ambassador toc Ner
Kind of drastic sction in

g Sone

with the »news that Germany was pla»»in

S0me say that.
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March, which made 3 more natio»nal government advisable, Some say that
the government suddenly found itself without s-y money, but this is too
common 9 condition to create alarm, The issus, of course, was exchangse

control, which the Commu~ists a~d Socislists wish to put i»to effect i=

order to ke

D

p French caplital i»n the country, »ut Ronrnet s-d Chautemps
would »not have 1t. The Communists st first resolved to vote against the
new govarnment, bdut changed their mi-ds at the last minute, The govern--
ment 1s still pretty shaky, though, 3- prokably won't last more than
8 couple of mowths, e e
I you know what month 351ilvia's opus is appsaring inx
Cosmopolitan, ist me know, because I don'#% saavit';efy often, I have an
gven mo»ey bhet down o~ Silvia to nose out Julisna, Put I guess I will
have to wait untll next summer to colleect, There is very l1little gambkling
to ke had here. I haven't found anyone who Qill play bridge for more than
the equivalent of $.0161 a point., I play very little,

I am expecting to hear shortly from Balph Heinzen, head
oi‘the U.P. here, concerning a jok which he said would b»e open within the
ﬁext tho WseLs, Heinzan ranks very lOW‘%UO“Q the sons of bitches 1~ the
newspaper worid, I uwdarsﬁamd, being 5 doukle-crosser an~d hy-line-stesler,
but I am getting increasinzly fed up with the New York Yerald Tﬂi“uﬁe,
:uroﬁean Edition, and would welcome the change, as well as the money,

which would pro®sbly be around $50 8 week, I told L, Tills as mueh this



afternoon, and he told me I couldv:::; have a 100-frane raise, -which is
not much but something, and he would try to think un soﬁething mors
iﬁteresting for me t8 @D, suéh s wWriting some kind of 2 column,

I am always in a state of uncertainty sahout somes new
proposition, job or ides, kut thare is s good chance that I might get
thé U.P. jokr, If anyone clse hsd heen 8s encoursging a>*out the prospects
85 Heinzen was when I saw him, I would say it was i~ the hag, dut 1
am told t%aj ne promises smployment to sveryone who comas i» to s2¢ him,

A couple of ﬁ{mes I havs almost go»e dow~ to 3pain, hut
couldn't guite swing it., I k-ow the hsad of »ms foresign propagsnds for
the govaerent, 9 Oernan exils who mekss his headguarters hare, rut he
thinks that I couldn't do much good there unisss I could persuade the
HT of some agency to use my stuff regularly, The HT is not i-terested in
co%eriwg the war first hand, There is an orening nwow for s U,P, corres-

h Franco, dut I don's shink I will ask-for 1t. I don't.Kknow

pondent wif
>~*§n5u;h spanish snyway.

Naverly Root, who is a good frie-d of mine, and whose
wiié 1s & very good friend of mine, was fired last wsek by tﬁa U.P, 1%
is not his job that I am cownsidering) for se»di~g out s story thst

ancois-Poncet had sal« ere would be trouble startec ermany in
Fra~cois-Poncet had i1d ther ould b»s troudl tarted by © i

the spring, Geneviegve Tarouls, politieal dopester for L'QOeuvre, left-

wing Hadical Soclalist pavesr, and onvs of ths “est (which 1is saying little)

ofwthe.ap;roximqtelx 104 dsily papers i» Paris, carried ths same story,

but stfo%éar. she sald that Anschluss would +ake place i~ March, iollowea
by sbma ki~d of 9 Nazl-engincered upnrdsing in Czechoslovakis, iiss Tabouls,

{thou;d possessed of guits a reputatlen for knowing what is going on, has
ysen getting inereasingly wild 1n ths lsst year or so. Anyway, Waverly

was fire: de because ths U.P. los* its only two customers 1n Rerlin as

8 result of the story., As g matter of fsect, “Yitler has Been slowly
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freezing out foreign news services snywsy, sa~d- it was prokably Jjust an
excuse, but someonz had to take the rap, Weeme Waverly was and is als
eorrespondsnt for the Politiken iw Copanhagen, which pays him 2 1it+le
more. The Roots may ®e i» Hollywood =next summner, i~ which case they will

.

#a il on you, Jo0anne, whe 1s a8 French girl, born

.
3

in Nice, 1s my most
consistent drinking compsnion., At 1lz2ast she was while Waverly w2s working

Trod mlanlent t6 883 . m, Tor the [ . P

v e

A fellow worker of yours on the Mirror hss heen smployed
Herc Tor the l1sst three months In mueﬁ the same cé*gnify asﬁfj r%w:i?%u
8nd copy-reading, Arthur firight, some of his me~tal vrocesses are s sort
of caricature of my own, Hs is continuslly preoccupisd with disti-ctions
between prepositions and conjurctiors. and similar matters, e is all
right,. though,

I1f you thing of ft, you might send me a few airmsil
s tamps.

How did you come out o» the Screen Writers election? IT
gou sre still o» the hoard, you are =6t upholdi-z the family revutation
which I am establishling, Iast Novemher, I picked the 1ittle Flower's
plurality within 3,000 votes, I toock John's advice and ket on Californis
on the lst inst., and netted 500 franes on the dsy by 2dding 3 gentimen-~

tal wager on Rice against Colorado,

Love ,

Jim
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