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Paris, March 23, 1948

The enclnsed document has been lvin. around in my Aesk for
some months. My collaborator, a French communist who worked In Hnolly-
wood for about eight vears, has disappeared from his hotel (with my
typewriter and 200 francs I lent him), and I am getiing tired of
waiting for him to show up. If you can 4o anyihing with it, such as
entrusting it to a suitable agent, I should appreciate it. I have an
idea that if I could sell the story Marcel Rivet, my colleague, might
turn up again and I could get my typewriter back. Also, if you ecan
discover anything about the past of M. Rivet, I should like to hear it.
I met him through Dorothy Parker.

He had the ori_inal idea for the scenario and was looking for
somenne to help him with the writing, his English being very French,
esneeially on paper. The plot has undergone several transmutations

since we first discussed it late last sunmer and would go through more

weak, but I am tiredof the whole thing.

Rivet, who is swarthy and gnthusiastic, claims to have been
faorced nut nf Fnllywnnd after getting in the hair of a few capitalist
producers (I suppnse Lhis is tautological). I believe he was at one

time in charge ~f foreign language versinns of Paramount Pictures. He is

divorced from a communist artist, whnse nane I have forgotten.
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PARIS,

If you were not so many days away, I should indulge in some
amazing predictinns nn the crurse nf European events, but am afraiid
that by the time you get this letter the situation would be s~ Aifferent
as to make me look kind of silly.

It is hard to tell what is going on in a distant land from

reading periodicals and I suppose I am wrong in concluding that the
pacifists face a solid front of McCarthyites and jitterbugs in the

U.8., but please don't disillusion me.

Europe is always much closer to war in America than it is in

; £~

Burope, but it certainly was uncomfortable for a few days.
after the Polish ultimatum as during the Austrian business. Now I don't

think there will be 2 general war fo® some time. It all depends on how

cleverly Hitler -works in Czechoslovakia. If he stops short of aetual

h

invasion, and 1 think he will find some way of doing it, Franee will

1

jump at the opportunity of staying out« The-Czechs 1r2 in for a tough

W

h, if German starts cornering the Balkan trade.

I have been wor<ing very hard ~f 1late, both in the ~nffiecd and
out. 7ith John Ellintt in Spain and Walter Xerr in Vienng, T had tn
handle the Austrian story locally, writing the lead ani several nther

Angles every night. It is almost three weeks since I have had a Aay

off. John and Waltex» are back now, and things are easing up.
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